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EDUCATION

1988 - Ph.D. English (Rhetoric), University of British Columbia.

Dissertation: “Reading Medical Prose as Rhetoric: A Study in the Rhetoric of Science.”


Supervisor: Dr. Nan Johnson

1975 - M.A. English (Literature), University of British Columbia. 

Supervisor: Dr. Jerry Wasserman
1969 - B.A. English/Philosophy, McGill University

EMPLOYMENT

2007 – 2023. Professor, Department of English, University of British Columbia

1999 – 2007. Associate Professor, Department of English, University of British Columbia

1991 – 1999. Assistant Professor, Department of English, University of British Columbia

1988 – 1991. Assistant Professor, Department of English, University of Waterloo

1987 – 1988. Lecturer, Department of English, University of Waterloo

PUBLICATIONS
Monograph 
Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine. Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 2005. (Paperback edition, 2008).  217 pages. 

Reviews of the book:

1. Bernhardt, Stephen A. In Rhetoric Review 26 (2007): 201-204.

2. Eble, Michelle F. in Technical Communication Quarterly 18 (2009): 101-103.

3. Hartelius, E. Johanna, “Sustainable Scholarship and the Rhetoric of Medicine.” In
Quarterly Journal of Speech 95 (December 2009): 457-470.

4. Heifferon, Barbara. In Journal of Advanced Composition 28 (2008): 335-342.

5. Keränan, Lisa. In Rhetorica 25 (2007): 442-443.

6. Quinlan, Margaret M. “Rhetoric’s Role in Understanding Medicine.” In The Review of

Communication 7 (January 2007): 40-41.

7. Thurs, Daniel Patrick. In Isis 99 (2007): 819-20.

8. Zerbe, Michael J. in Journal of Business and Technical Communication 21 (October2007): 438-445.
Edited volumes 
Collaborative editorship. Special issue of Present Tense, on Medical, Gender, and Body Rhetorics (Fall 2012).  
Judy Segal and Alan Richardson, eds. Special issue of Configurations. “Scientific Ethos: Authorship, 

Authority and Trust in the Sciences” 11, 2 (Spring 2003).
Refereed Journal Articles and Book Chapters (single-authored, unless otherwise noted)

1. “Afterword.” In Stuart J. Murray, Christine Garlough, and Kelly Happe, eds. Rhetorics of Care: Crisis, Communications, Community. Peeters Publishers Leuven. Forthcoming 2026.   
2. Alan W. Richardson and Judy Z. Segal. “Don’t Ask ‘Why?”: A Novel Approach to Vaccine Persuasion.” Canadian Medical Association Journal 196, 42 (8 December 2024): E1391-E1392.
3.“The Rhetoric of Depression: Listening to Listening to Prozac in a Pandemic.” Rhetoric of Health and Medicine 5,1 (2023): 9-35.

4. “The Rhetoric and Politics of American Ageism: Notes from a Pandemic.” In Martin Halliwell and Sophie Jones, eds. The Edinburgh Companion to the Politics of American Health. Edinburgh University Press, 2022. 476-492. 
5.“The Empowered Patient on a Historical-Rhetorical Model: 19th-Century Patent-Medicine Ads and the 21st-Century Health Subject.” health: An Interdisciplinary Journal for the Social Study of Health, Illness, and Medicine 24, 5 (2020): 572-588.

6. Foreword.” In The Rhetoric of Health and Medicine As/Is. Lisa Melonçon et al, eds. The Ohio

State University Press, 2020. vii-xiii. 

7.“Ageism and Rhetoric.” In The Routledge Handbook of the Medical Humanities. Alan Bleakley, ed. London: Routledge, 2019.163-175.

8 “Encomium for Nan” Peitho 22, 1 (Fall/Winter 2019). Special Issue: Tribute to Nan Johnson. https://cfshrc.org/article/remembering-a-magnificent-teacher-and-friend/.
9.“Sex, Drugs, and Rhetoric: The Case of Flibanserin for ‘Female Sexual Dysfunction.’” Social Studies of Science 48, 4 (2018): 459-482.
10. “The View from Here and There: Objectivity and the Rhetoric of Breast Cancer.” In Flavia Padovani, 

Jonathan Tsou, and Alan Richardson, eds., Objectivity in Science: Approaches to Historical Epistemology. 

Boston Studies in Philosophy and History of Science. Springer, 2015. 211-226. 
11.“The Rhetoric of Female Sexual Dysfunction: Faux Feminism and the FDA.” Canadian Medical Association Journal (8 September 2015): 916-918. Awarded (2016) “Article of the Year” by the Association for the Rhetoric of Science, Technology, and Medicine.
12. J. Blake Scott, Judy Z. Segal, and Lisa Keränen, “Rhetorics of Health and Medicine: Inventional Possibilities for Scholarship and Engaged Practice.” POROI, Spring 2013. 

13. “Suffering and the Rhetoric of Care.” In Michael Hyde and James Herrick, eds. After the Genome:  The Language of Our Biotechnological Future. Baylor University Press, 2013. 219-234. 

14. “Breast Cancer and Its Narration: An Accidental Study.” Literature and Medicine 30, 2 (Fall 2012): 268-294. 

15. “What, in Addition to Drugs, Do Pharmaceutical Ads Sell?: The Rhetoric of Pleasure in

Direct-to-Consumer Advertising for Prescription Pharmaceuticals.” In Deborah Dysart-Gale and Joan Leach,

eds., Rhetorical Questions of Health and Medicine. Lexington Press, 2010. 9-32.

16. “Research Update: Pain Medication and the Figure of the Pain Patient.” Present Tense: A Journal of Rhetoric in Society. (October 2012): online. 
17. “The Sexualization of the Medical.” Journal of Sex Research 49, 4 (July-August 2012): 269-278. 
18. Wm. Young, Joanna Kempner, Elizabeth Loder, Jason Robert, Judy Segal (and 7 others). “Naming

Migraine and Those Who Have It.” Headache: Journal of Head and Face Pain 52, 2 (February 2012)

283-291.

19. Miriam Solomon, Wm. Young, Judy Segal, & Stephanie Geiger, “Medication Adaptation Headache.” Cephalalgia. 31, 5 (April 2011): 515-517.

20. “Internet Health and the 21st-Century Patient: A Rhetorical View. Written Communication 26 

(October 2009): 351-369.

21. “Rhetoric of Health and Medicine.” In Andrea Lunsford et al, eds. Sage Handbook of

Rhetorical Studies. Sage, 2009: 227-246.

22. “‘Female Sexual Dysfunction’ and a Rhetoric of Values.”  In Stuart Brown and Barbara

Heifferon, eds., Rhetoric of Healthcare: Essays toward a New Disciplinary Inquiry. Hampton P, 2008. 33-50. 
23. “Breast Cancer Narratives as Public Rhetoric: Genre Itself and the Maintenance of Ignorance.”  Linguistics and the Human Sciences 3 (2008): 3-23.

24.“‘Compliance to Concordance’: A Critical View.”  Journal of Medical Humanities 28 (2007): 81-96.

25.“Illness as Argumentation: A Prolegomenon to the Rhetorical Study of Contestable

Complaints.” health: An Interdisciplinary Journal for the Social Study of Health, Illness, and

Medicine 11 (2007): 227-244.

26. “Interdisciplinarity and Postdisciplinarity in Health Research.”  In V. Raoul et al, eds. Unfitting Stories: Narrative Approaches to Disease, Disability, and Trauma. Wilfred Laurier UP, 2007. 11-31.

27. “Interdisciplinarity and Bibliography in Rhetoric of Health and Medicine.” Technical Communication Quarterly 14 (2005): 311-318.

28..  Colleen Derkatch and Judy Segal. “Realms of Rhetoric in Health and Medicine.  University of Toronto Medical Journal (2005): 138-142. 

29. Judy Segal and Alan Richardson. “Introduction. Scientific Ethos: Authorship, Authority, and Trust in the Sciences. Configurations 11 (2003): 137-144. 

30. “Problems of Genrelization: The Case of the Doctor-Patient Interview.”  In Richard Coe, Lorelei Lingard, and Tatiana Teslenko, eds., The Rhetoric and Ideology of Genre. Hampton P. 2002. 171-186.

31. “Contesting Death, Speaking of Dying.” Journal of Medical Humanities 21 (Winter 2000): 29-44.

32.“What Is a Rhetoric of Death?: End-of-life Decision-Making at a Psychiatric Hospital” Technostyle. 16 (Winter 2000): 67-86.

33. Judy Segal, Anthony Paré, Doug Brent, and Douglas Vipond. "The Researcher as Missionary: Problems of Rhetoric and Reform in the Disciplines." College Composition and Communication 50 (1998): 71-90.

34. “Public Discourse and Public Policy: Some Ways that Metaphor Constrains Health (Care)." Journal of Medical Humanities 18 (1997): 217-231.

35. "Pedagogies of Decentering and a Theory of Failure." Rhetoric Review 15 (1996): 174-191.

36."Is there a Feminist Rhetoric of Medicine? Toward a Critical Pedagogy for Scientific Writing." Textual Studies in Canada 7 (1995): 109-116.

37. "Textbooks and Subtexts or How to Choose a Handbook."  Journal of Teaching Writing 14.1 (1995): 111-128.

38. "Patient Compliance, The Rhetoric of Rhetoric, and the Rhetoric of Persuasion." Rhetoric Society Quarterly 23, 3/4 (Summer/Fall 1994): 90-102.

39. "Strategies of Influence in Medical Authorship." Social Science and Medicine 37,4 (1993): 521-530.”

40."Writing and Medicine: Text and Context." in Rachel Spilka, ed. Writing in the Workplace:

New Research Perspectives. Southern Illinois UP, 1993. 84-97.

41. "The Structure of Advocacy: A Study of Environmental Rhetoric." Canadian Journal of Communication 16 (1991): 409-415.

Book Reviews
1.Review. Heidi Voston Lawrence, Vaccine Rhetorics, in Rhetoric Society Quarterly. DOI: 10.1080/02773945.2023.2185019
2.Review. Sean Zwagerman. Wit’s End: Women’s Humor as Rhetorical and Performative Strategy in Journal of Advanced Composition. 

3. Review. Marika Seigel, The Rhetoric of Pregnancy in Rhetoric and Public Affairs 19, 1 (Spring 2016): 115-118.
4. Review. Robin Jensen, Dirty Words: The Rhetoric of Public Sex Education, 1870-1924. Journal of Sex

and Marital Therapy 38,2 (March 2012): 220-222.
5. Review. Ray Moynihan and Alan Cassels, Selling Sickness. In Journal for Studies in Discourse 

and Writing 23, 1 (2011). Accessed online 7 April 2011: http: www.ufv.ca/cjsdw/jounral2011.html.
6. Review. Andrea Tone. Age of Anxiety: A History of America’s Turbulent Affair with Tranquilizers in Isis 101

(2010):266-267.

7. Review. Jacalyn Duffin and Arthur Sweetman, eds., SARS in Context: Memory, History, Policy in Isis 98 (2007): 870. 

8. Review. Alan Gross and William Keith, eds., Rhetorical Hermeneutics: Invention and Interpretation in the Age of Science in Rhetorica 17 (1999): 343-346.

9. Review. Arthur W. Frank, The Wounded Storyteller: Body, Illness, and Ethics and Cathy Caruth, Unclaimed Experience: Trauma, Narrative, and History in Canadian Literature 161/162 (1999): 201-203.

10. Review. Susan Merrill Squier, Babies in Bottles: Twentieth-Century Visions of Reproductive Technology in Literature and Medicine 14.2 (Fall 1995): 277-281.

11. Review. Renate Blumenfeld-Kosinski, Not of Woman Born: Representations of Caesarean Birth in Medieval and Renaissance Culture and Jacalyn Duffin,  Langstaff: A Nineteenth Century Medical Life in Canadian Literature. Volume 147 (Winter, 1995):195-197. 

12. Review. Gary A. Olson and Irene Gale, eds., (Inter)views: Cross-Disciplinary Perspectives on Rhetoric and Literacy and Eve Browning Cole and Susan Coultrap-McQuin, eds., Explorations in Feminist Ethics: Theory and Practice in Canadian Literature (1994): 106-108.

Encyclopedia Entries
1. “Cyberchondria.” Encyclopedia of Health Information, ed. Teresa L. Thompson. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2014. 291-293.
2. “English.”  The Social Sciences and Humanities in Health Research. Ottawa: publication of SSHRC, CIHR, and AHPRC (Atlantic Health Promotion Research Centre). 2005.

3. Henry Hubert and Judy Segal. “Rhetoric.” in William New, ed. Encyclopedia of Literature in Canada. Toronto: University of Toronto P. 2002: 962-65. (Authorship shared equally.)

SELECTED EVENTS & CONFERENCES ORGANIZED
1.Organized and hosted Fireside Chat with Margaret Price, author of Mad at School: Rhetorics of Mental Disability and Academic Life. Virtual. Over 200 attendees. 2020.
2. Organized and hosted public event, “Medicalization of Sex,” at Congress of Social Sciences and Humanities. Speakers included Leonor Tiefer, Thea Caccione, Lori Brotto. 2019.
3. Organized and hosted working symposium, “Rhetoric and Knowledge-Making in Health and Medicine,” at Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies, UBC. Participants included Joan Leach, Lisa Keränen, Philippa Spoel, and other distinguished RHM scholars. 2008.
4.Co-organzied and presented at conference on “Social Suffering and Health Inequities,” at Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies, UBC. PI: Margery Free. Keynote speaker: Sander Gilman. 2007.
5. Organized and hosted “Health Humanities” Working Conference at Green College, UBC. Speakers included Carl Elliott, Robert Proctor, Kathleen Woodward, and other distinguished scholars (as well as Alan Bernstein, President of CIHR). 2006.
6. Organized and hosted speaker series, “Science and Society,” at Green College. Speakers included Ian Hacking, Emily Martin, Jonathan Metzl, Lorraine Daston, and other distinguished scholars. ~2002-2010.
7. Organized and hosted speaker series by distinguished STS scholars (Simon Schaffer, Susan Leigh Star, and others) in preparation for proposal for an STS program at UBC. 2002.
8. Organized and hosted Tricouncil Networking Workshop—on “Pain and Suffering and the Health of Canadians.” Keynote speaker: Eric Cassell. Participants included Byron Good, Marcia Meldrum, James Pennebaker, and other distinguished scholars. 2000.
9. Co-organized and presented at Tricouncil Networking Workshop—on “Identity and Dementia.” PI: Janice Graham. 2000. 

10.Co-organized and hosted series of talks, featuring Evelyn Fox Keller, Richard Lewontin, Thomas Gieryn, and other distinguished scholars—on “Scientific Ethos: Authorship, Authority and Trust in the Sciences.” Co-organizer: Alan Richardson. 1999-2000.
PRESENTATIONS

Invited talks

1.Stephen Straker Memorial Lecturer, “STS: What’s Rhetoric Got to Do with It?” UBC, STS. March 2024. 
2.Guest Lecturer. “After ‘hypochondria.’” University of Toronto (virtual). March 2021.

3. Plenary Speaker. “Rhetorics of Aging and Ageism.” Canadian Association for the Study of Discourse and Writing. Congress of the Humanities and Social Sciences. Vancouver. June 2019.

4. Invited Panelist. “On Aging and the Humanities.” Re-Imagine Aging (Cluster) workshop. Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies.  October 2018.

5. Invited Speaker. “Sex, Drugs, and Rhetoric: A talk for BC Psychiatrists (“Drinks with Shrinks” series). Granville Island, Vancouver. March 2018.

6. Invited Speaker. “What Does the Breast Cancer Narrative Do and Why Does It Do It?” Providence Health Care at St. Paul’s Hospital, Vancouver. March 2017. 
7. Invited Panelist.  “Notes from a Rhetorical Critic: Report on FDA ‘patient focused’ meetings on Female Sexual Dysfunction.” New View Capstone Conference.  Bloomington, Indiana. October 2016.

8. Invited Speaker. “What Do We Talk about When We Talk about Aging?” 3rd International Summer School on Aging, Green College, UBC.  June 2016. 

9. Research Presenter and Consultant to University of Washington STS Program (as part of UBC-STS “Dream Team”). March 2016. (Withdrew for medical reasons). 

10. Keynote Speaker. “Sex and the Rhetoric of Drugs.” Discourse of Health and Medicine Symposium, 

University of Cincinnati. 3 September 2015.

11. Invited Lecturer. “The Rhetoric of Pharmaceutical Marketing 1870-2013.” Pharmaceutical Sciences Lecture Series, UBC. March 2014.

12. Plenary Speaker. “What Do People Who Work in Health Humanities Do? And How Is it Useful?” Internal Medicine Residents Retreat.  Whistler, BC. March 2014.

13. Invited Panelist. Writer-Meets-Critics Panel: Catherine Belling’s A Condition of Doubt. Society for Literature, Science and the Arts. Notre Dame University. October 2013.

14. Plenary Speaker. “The Rhetoric of Pain.” Seventh Annual Nursing Practice Conference, Vancouver, BC. May 2013. 

15. Plenary Speaker. “Suffering and the Rhetoric of Care.” After Beyond the Genome; A Language for Our Biotechnological Future (Conference).  Wake Forest University. April 2013.
16. Keynote Speaker. “Medical Humanities and the Rhetoric of Care.”  Creating Spaces III – Preconference of the Canadian Conference on Medical Education. Quebec City. April 2013.
17. Invited Panelist. “The Rhetoric of Drug Marketing (on a Historical Model).”  Selling Sickness International Conference.  Washington, DC. February 2013. 

18. “Table Leader.” Vicentennial Conference of the Association for Rhetoric of Science and Technology.  Orlando. November 2012.  
19. Keynote Speaker. Screening of “Pink Ribbons Inc” (NFB film, Ravida Din Producer), Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Surrey, BC. October 2012.

20. “Expert Panel” Member. Screening of “Pink Ribbons Inc” (NFB film, Ravida Din Producer), Richmond City Hall. February 2012.

21. Visiting Speaker. “How Shall We Think about Medical Humanities?” Centre for Medical Education, McGill University. December 2011.

22.Visiting Speaker. “What Does the Dominant Cancer Narrative Do and Why Does It Do It?” Interdisciplinary MA Program, Laurentian University. November 2011.

23. Visiting Speaker. “The Sexualization of Cancer: A case Study in Sex as Health.” Seminar Series. Social Studies of Medicine, McGill University. October 2011.

24. Plenary Speaker. “People with Cancer: An Accidental Ethnography.” By-Invitation Workshop on Rethinking Cancer Survivorship (CIHR-sponsored). Vancouver. July 2011.

25. Plenary Speaker. “Re-sexualizing the Medical.” Conference on the Medicalization of Sex, SFU, 
Vancouver. April, 2011. 

26. Plenary Speaker. “The View from Here and There: Objectivity and the Rhetoric of Breast Cancer.” Objectivity in Science Conference (sponsored by SSHRC Cluster Grant: “Situating Science”), UBC. June 2010.

27. Keynote Speaker. “Making the Medicating Subject: Notes toward a Rhetorical History of Direct-to-

Consumer Advertising for Pharmaceuticals.”  Canadian Association for the Study of Discourse and

Writing (Congress).  Ottawa. May 2009. 

28. Keynote Speaker. "How Is the Health Subject Made? 19th-Century Pharmaceutical Advertising and the Figure of the 'Empowered' Patient.”  American Society for Bioethics and Humanities.  Northwestern University. Chicago. April 2009. 

29. Michael Osborne Lecturer. “Breast Cancer Narratives as Public Rhetoric.”  The Center for the Study of Rhetoric and Applied Communication, University of Memphis.  March 2008.

30. Invited Panelist. Author meets Readers. A panel on Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine. National Communication Association, Chicago.  November 2007.

31. Public Lecture. “Breast Cancer Narratives and the Maintenance of Ignorance.”  Disabilities Institute. University of Victoria. April 2007.

32. Public Lecture. “‘Be Yourself Again’: How Drug Companies Persuade Us to Want Drugs.”  Arts Wednesdays. Robson Square, Vancouver. November 2006.

33. Visiting Speaker. “Pharmaceutical Advertising and the Rhetoric of Pleasure.”  Technical Communication/Rhetoric of Science Programs.  San Diego State University. April 2006.


34. Plenary Speaker. “Values and the Rhetoric of Pleasure.” New View Conference (on “Female Sexual Dysfunction”). Montreal. July 2005.

35. Visiting Speaker. “Interdisciplinarity and Postdisciplinarity in Health Research.”  Vancouver General Hospital. October 2003.

36. Plenary Speaker. “From ‘Compliance’ to ‘Adherence’ to ‘Concordance’: The Rhetoric and Status of Physicians’ Advice.” Inventio, a Conference on the History of Rhetoric.  University of Waterloo. August 2003.

37. Visiting Speaker.  ”A Humanist in Health Studies: Pain and Suffering and other Topics of Interdisciplinary Research.” UBC Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences. March 2003.

38. Visiting Speaker. “Transdisciplinary Health Research.”  Vancouver General Hospital. October 2002.

39. Plenary Speaker. “Values in Health Policy.” CHEPA (Centre for Health Economics and Policy Analysis) Health Policy Conference.  McMaster University. May 2000.

40. Plenary Speaker. “Patient Audience: A Study of Rhetoric and Migraine.” Forms of Scientific Discourse, Imperial College, London, England. February 1998.

41. Visiting Speaker. “The Language of Health Policy.” University of Arizona, Tucson. April 1996.  

42. Visiting Speaker. “Writing for Professional Journals.” Northwest Renal Dietitians. Emmanuel Hospital and Health Center. Portland, OR. March 1992. 

Conference Presentations

1. “Ageism and the Inhospitable Rhetoric of Health Itself.” Rhetoric Society of America.  Portland, OR. May 2020. Cancelled due to COVID 19. 

2. Organizer and Speaker. “The Rhetorical Life of Addyi (flibanserin) ‘for the treatment of Hypoactive Sexual Desire Disorder.’” Medicalization of Sex Roundtable.  UBC-sponsored open session. Congress of the Humanities and Social Sciences. Vancouver, June 2019. 
3. “Risk and Drugs.” Rhetoric Society of America. Minneapolis, June 2018. 
4. “Gender and the Post-Illness Condition.” Panel on Gender, Sex, and Cancer. New View Capstone Conference.  Bloomington, October 2016.

5. “FDA Approval of Flibanserin for Female Hypoactive Sexual Desire Disorder: A Rhetorical Study.” Society for Social Studies of Science/European Association for the Study of Science and Technology.

Barcelona, August 2016.

6. “A Rhetorician Visits the FDA.” 4th International Health Humanities Conference. Center for Bioethics and
Humanities, University of Colorado, Anschutz Medical Campus, April 2015.

7. Organizer, Chair, and Speaker. “How is Health Humanities Different from Medical Humanities—and Why Does the Difference Matter for Rhetorical Studies?” National Communication Association. Chicago, November 2014.
8. “A Hospital Genre from the Patient’s Point of View.” International Conference on Genre.  Ottawa,

June 2012. 

9. “Disciplining the Patient: The Limits of Agency.” Biennial Conference of the Rhetoric Society of America. Philadelphia, May 2012. 

10. “Pain, Pain Medication, and the Figure of the Pain Patient.” Panel: Pain Studies.  Modern Language Association.  Seattle, January 2012. 

11. “The Reciprocity of Personal and Institutional Discourses of Breast Cancer.” Rhetoric of Breast Cancer.” Society for Social Studies of Science.  Cleveland, November 2011.
12.“The Rhetoric of Breast-Cancer Narratives.”  National Communication Association. San Francisco, 

November 2010. 

13. “Pain, Pain Relief, and the Marketing of Pain Medication.” Biennial Conference of the Rhetoric Society’

of America. Minneapolis, May 2010 (delivered in absentia).

14. “Making Health Knowledge with New Information Technologies.  National Communication

Association.  San Diego, November 2008.

15. “What Happens, Rhetorically, When We Use the Internet for Health Information?” Canadian Association of Teachers of Technical Writing. May 2008.

16. Panel on the state of research in rhetoric of health and medicine.  Biennial Conference of the Rhetoric Society of America. Seattle, May 2008.

17. “Making Health Knowledge with New Information Technologies: A Rhetorical View.”  Workshop on Rhetoric and Knowledge-Making in Health and Medicine.  Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies. Vancouver, February 2008.

18. “Making Health Knowledge with New Information Technologies: A Rhetorical View.” Society for Social Studies of Science.  Montreal, October 2007.

19.“Illicit Narratives and the Maintenance of Ignorance.” Society for Social Studies of Science. Vancouver, November 2006.

20. “The Rhetoric of Female Sexual Dysfunction.” Conference on College Composition and Communication.  Chicago, March 2006.

21. “‘Compliance’ to ‘Concordance’: A Critical View.”  National Communication Association.  Boston, November 2005.

22. “Academics, the Public, and Pharmaceutical Knowledge.”  American Association of Teachers of Technical Writing.  San Francisco, March 2005.

23. “Teaching Medical Rhetoric” (Joint presentation with Colleen Derkatch). American Association for Rhetoric of Science and Technology.  Chicago, November 2004.

24. “Pharmaceutical Advertising and the Rhetoric of Pleasure.”  Society for Social Studies of Science/European Society for Study of Science and Technology.”  Paris, France, August 2004.

25. “Rhetoric at the Fringe of Illness.”  Canadian Society for the Study of Rhetoric.  Winnipeg, May 2004.

26. “The Epideictic Rhetoric of Pathography.” Narrative: An International Conference.  Berkeley, April 2003.  

27. “Minds Over Matter: A Rhetorical Account of Hypochondria.”  Society for the Social Studies of Science. Milwaukee, November 2002.19. “The Pathographical Turn in Health Humanities.” Canadian Association of Teachers of Technical Writing. Toronto, May 2002.

28.“Notes toward a Rhetorical Account of Hypochondria.”  Canadian Society for the Study of Rhetoric. Toronto, May 2002.

29.“Reflections on the Pathographical Turn in Health and Medicine.”  Conference on Narratives of Disease, Disability, and Trauma, UBC, May 2002.

30. “Pain, Suffering, Disciplinarity, Hypochondria.” Tricouncil Networking Workshop on Pain and

Suffering. UBC, January 2001.

31. “Post-Disciplinarity in Health Research.” American Association for the Rhetoric of Science and Technology.  Seattle, November 2000. 

32. “The Researcher as Outsider: Report on the Riverview Project.” Conference on College Composition and Communication. Atlanta, April l999.          

33. “Migraine Personality: Textual Transformation and Medical Diagnosis.”  Symposium on Autobiographical Narratives of Disease, Trauma, and Disability.  UBC, February 1999.     

34. "Patient Lives and Rhetorical Encounters."  Society for Social Studies of Science. Halifax, October 1998. 

35. “What Makes a Rhetorical Analysis Rhetorical?: A Study of Migraine and Rhetorical Inquiry." Conference on College Composition and Communication.  Chicago, April 1998. 

36. “A Problem of Generalization (Genrelization): The Case of the Doctor-Patient Interview." Second International Symposium on Genre.  Vancouver, January 1998.

37. “Rhetoric and the Medical Humanities." Workshop co-presented with Charles Anderson and Barbara Heifferon. Joint Meeting of the American Association of Bioethics, Society for Bioethics Consultation, and the  Society for Health and Human Values. Baltimore,  November 1997.

38. “Incommensurable Discourses: Personal and Institutional Talk on Death and Dying."  Conference on College Composition and Communication, Phoenix, March 1997. 

39. “Medical Failure: Notes on Biomedicine and the Rhetoric of Death and Dying.”  Speech Communication Association. San Diego, November 1996.

40. “Speaking of Dying . . . .”  Incorporating the Antibody: Women, History, and Medical Discourse. University of Western Ontario, October 1996.

41. “Toward a Biomedical Metadiscourse.” Canadian Society for the Study of Rhetoric.  Montreal, June 1995.

42. Biomedicine and the Rhetoric of Health Care Policy.” Canadian Association of Teachers of Technical Writing.  Montreal, June 1995.

43. “Informing the Informants: Bringing Rhetorical Knowledge to Practitioners”  (Joint presentation with Douglas Brent, Anthony Paré, and Douglas Vipond). Inkshed: Canadian Association for the Study of Language and Literature.  Calgary, May 1995. 

44. “Biomedicine and the Rhetoric of Health Care Policy.” Conference on College Composition and Communication.” Washington, DC, March 1995.

45. “Toward a Critical Pedagogy for Scientific Writing.” Conference on Writings-Genders-Cultures, McGill University, May 1994.

Selected Local Talks
1.What Do Breast Cancer Narratives Do and Why Do They Do It?”  UBC Women’s Health Cluster Seminar Series. March 2020. 
2. “Breast Cancer and Its Narration.” Genetics and Ethics Graduate Seminar (Dr. Alice Virani). BC Women’s Hospital, March 2014 & March 2015.

3. “FSD, FDA, DSM, and STS.” Science and Technology Studies Colloquium, UBC, October 2014.

4. “Breast Cancer and Its Narration.”  Genetics and Ethics Graduate Seminar (Dr. Alice Virani). BC Women’s Hospital.  March 2014.

5.  Panelist, with Susan Squier and Jaclyn Duffin, Green Visiting Professors.  Science and Technology Studies Colloquium, January 2014. 
6. “What Can Rhetorical Scholarship Contribute to the Critical Studies of Medicine?” Launch of the UBC

STS Program, Green College UBC, September 2012.

7. Centre for Women’s and Gender Studies. “Cancer in Popular Culture.” UBC, March 2012.

8. National Core for Neuroethics, UBC. “The Rhetoric, Politics, and Morality of Pain Relief.” June 2011.

9.Individual Interdisciplinary Graduate Studies Program.  “Using Stories: Narrative as (at Least) a Mode of Knowledge and an Object of Study.”   March 2008.

10. Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies (Distinguished Scholar in Residence speaker). “The Public Function of Breast Cancer Stories.”  September 2007.

11.  Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies. “Pharmaceutical Advertising and the Rhetoric of Pleasure.” May 2006.

12.Green College. “Minds over Matter: Hypochondria as a Rhetorical Disorder.” February 2003.

13. VP Research Office (CIHR). “Transdisciplinary Health Research.”  April 2002.

14. Green College. “What is a Rhetoric of Medicine?” May 1999.

15. “Speaking of Dying . . . .” Interdisciplinary Seminar for Doctoral Students in Nursing, UBC, October 1996.

16. “Problems of Talking about Death and Dying.” Alzheimer’s Clinical Team, Riverview Hospital, September 1996.

17. Green College. “Postmodernity, the Body and Nature.” January 1994.

UNDERGRADUATE TEACHING AND SUPERVISION
Undergraduate Courses Taught
English 111. Prose Nonfiction

English 112. Strategies for University Writing

English 229. Topics in Language and Rhetoric (various topics) 

English 301. Technical Writing

English 303. Intermediate Composition

English 304. Advanced Composition

English 306. History and Theory of Rhetoric

English 307. Topics in Rhetoric (topics in Rhetoric of Science and Rhetoric of Health and Medicine) 

English 309. Rhetoric of Science, Technology, and Medicine  

English 310. Classical Rhetoric and Contemporary Persuasion

English 311. The Later Theory: Knowledge, Authority, and Belief

English 309. Rhetoric of Science, Technology, and Medicine

English 489. Majors Seminars (topics in Rhetoric of Health and Medicine) 

English 490. Honours Seminars (topics in Rhetoric of Health and Medicine) 
Honours Undergraduate Students Supervised
Avril Enns (2022), Natalie Vandenberg (2021), Caron Lau (2018), Janice Lew (2018), Emma Madden-Krasnick (2018), Evan Morson-Glabik (2016). Jordan Buffie (2015), Alex Sarra-Davis (2014), Boris Kozulin (2014), Raquel Baldwinson (2011), Aneeta Dastoor (2010), Geoffrey Roeder (2009), Mackenzie Howe (2008). Before 2008: Andrew Baerg, Lindsey Richardson, Liz Siddle, Janey Lew, Heather Emmons, 

Genevieve White, Geordie Aitken.

GRADUATE TEACHING AND SUPERVISION
Graduate Courses Taught 

Rhetoric of Health and Medicine: Core Readings and Other Important Work (2021W: x-listed as STS 502)

Rhetoric and/of Mental Illness 
Rhetoric of Pain 

Being a Person in the Age of Health Itself 

Rhetorics of Dispute in Health and Medicine

Rhetoric of Health and Medicine

The Usefulness of English Studies for Health Research 

Classical Rhetoric 

Medical Discourse, Public Values, and Epideictic Rhetoric: The Case of Pharmaceutical Advertising

Illness, Surveillance, and Medical Discourse

History and Rhetoric of Hypochondria

Rhetoric(s) of Science
Social and Feminist Theories of Pedagogy and Writing

Classical Rhetoric and its Contemporary Readings

Rhetorics of Medicine and the Body

Scientific Ethos: Authorship, Authority, and Trust in the Sciences (co-taught with Alan Richardson, 


Philosophy)
Graduate Students Supervised 
Principal Supervisor: Ph.D.
(With Professor Laura Moss) Sara Press, English/STS. Completed May 2023. Currently a Postdoctoral Fellow at Emory University.
Olivia Dreisinger, English/STS. Achieved candidacy 2022. From 2023: supervised by L. Smilges.
Robyn Peers, English/STS.  Achieved candidacy 2021. From 2023: supervised by L. Smilges.
Raquel Baldwinson, English/STS. Expected completion 2026.
Loren Gaudet, English/STS. Completed May 2020. Currently Assistant Professor at University of Victoria.
Monica Brown, English. Completed May 2018. Currently faculty member, Langara College.
Dana Landry, Interdisciplinary Studies. Completed August 2016. Currently faculty member, University of the Fraser Valley.
Monika Cwiartka, English. Completed 2012. Currently Lecturer at University of Victoria. 
Colleen Derkatch, English.  Completed 2010. Currently Professor at Toronto Metropolitan University.
Member of Supervisory Committee: Ph.D,

Anna McDonald, English. Completed July 2023. Supervisor: D. Kreisel

Adrian Lou, English. Completed July 2021. Supervisor: B. Dancygier.

Juliane Collard, UBC Geography. Completed June 2020. Supervisor: G. Pratt.

Julia Henderson, UBC Theatre. Completed November 2018. Supervisor: K. Johnston. 

Patty Kelly, SFU English. PhD exams and dissertation. Completed December 2012. Supervisor: P. 


Cramer.

Eric McNaughton, Interdisciplinary Studies. PhD exams and dissertation. Completed 2008. Supervisor: J. Frankish.

Shurli Makmillen, PhD candidacy exams, 2005. Supervisor: J. Giltrow.

Gerry Cradock, Interdisciplinary Studies. Ph.D. candidacy exams, 2002.  Supervisor: R. Ericson. 

Jan Atkinson-Grosjean, Interdisciplinary Studies. Ph.D. dissertation. Completed 2001. Supervisor: D. Fisher. 

Lorelei Lingard, SFU.  Ph.D. dissertation. Completed 1998. Supervisor: R. Coe.

Carmen Werder, Ph.D. dissertation. Completed 1994. Supervisor: M.J. Powell.

Deborah Begoray, Ph.D. dissertation. Completed 1994. Supervisor: J. Willinsky. 

Principal Supervisor: M.A.
Oliver Spilsbury, MA. Completed 2023.
Emma Riek, MA thesis. Completed 2022.
Mia Knezevic. MA thesis. Completed 2019.
Kejia Wang. MA thesis. Completed 2019. 
Shruti Rao Buddhavarapu, Centre for Race, Gender, Social Justice. MA thesis. Completed 2017.
Andrea Javor, STS. Admitted 2014. Withdrew 2016.

Raquel Baldwinson. Admitted 2012. Fast-tracked to Ph.D. program 2014.
Adrian Lou. Admitted 2012, Fast-tracked to Ph.D. program 2014. 

Martin Parlett. MA thesis. Completed 2015.

Aimee Keay. MA thesis. Completed 2013. 
Geoffrey Roeder. MA thesis. Completed 2011. 

Robin Steen. MA thesis. Completed 2010. 

Before 2010:

Shane Miller. MA thesis. Completed.

Nora Lusterio. MA essay. Completed.

John Ryan. MA essay. Completed. 

Jim Peacock. MA essay. Completed.

Tracy Woloshyn. MA essay. Completed.

Sophie McCall. MA essay. Completed.

Elaine Coffey. MA thesis. Completed.

Tomi Eng. MA essay. Completed.

Lois Patterson. MA thesis. Completed.
Member of Supervisory Committee: M.A. 

Michelle Martin. Completed August 2021. Supervisor: J. Severs
Alexis Danner. Completed May 2020. Supervisor: M. Mota

Warren Bowen, STS MA thesis. Completed 2016. Supervisor: I. Hill.
MA graduating essays: Alan Graveson, Sonya Reiss, Sook Chin Kong, Mia Stark, Anne Thomas, Stephen Ogden.

SELECTED RESEARCH GRANTS 
2021 – Co-investigator. UBC Research Cluster - on Women’s Health. PI: Liisa Galea. $100,000. (renewal)

2019 – Co-PI (with Alan Richardson and Alison Wylie) UBC Public Humanities Hub - on Trust in Science. $13,000.

2019 – Principal Investigator. SSHRC (Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council) - on Medicalization of Sex. $5000.
2019 – Co-investigator. UBC Research Cluster - on Women’s Health. PI: Liisa Galea. $100,000.

2018 – Co-investigator. UBC Research Cluster - on Pain. PI: Ken Craig. $100,000.

2011 – Principal Investigator. SSHRC - on “Personal Experience/Public Discourse.” $65,800.

2006 – Principal Investigator. SSHRC - on “Values, Persuasion, & Direct-to-Consumer Advertising.” $63,800.
2004 – Co-PI (with Alan Richardson). UBC Teaching and Learning Enhancement Fund – Developing the STS Program at UBC, $35,000.
2002 – Principal Investigator. UBC HSS (Humanities and Social Sciences) – on Hypochondria. $4700.
2001 – Principal Investigator. SSHRC - on “Hypochondria, Health, Humanities.” $60,000.

2001 – Principal Investigator. UBC HSS – on “Health Humanities.” $6000. 
2000 – Co-investigator. Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies – on “Narratives of Disease, Disability, and Trauma.” PI: Valerie Raoul. $500,000.

2000 – Principal Investigator. SSHRC + CIHR (Canadian Institutes of Health Research). Tricouncil Networking Grant – on Pain and Suffering. $30,000.

2000 – Co-investigator. SSHRC + CIHR. Tricouncil Networking Grant – on Identity and Dementia. PI: Jancie Graham. $30,000. 

1998 – Co-PI (with Maurice Bloch). Riverview Hospital – on “Death Discourse/Advance Directives.” $5000.

1994 – Principal Investigator. SSHRC – on “Biomedical Discourse.” $32,000.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
Editorial Board Member
Qualitative Health Research – 2020 -  

Rhetoric of Health and Medicine – 2017 - 
Rhetoric Society Quarterly – 2013- 2020 
Journal of Business and Technical Communication - 2002- 

Journal of Medical Humanities - 2000- 

Textual Studies in Canada - 1992-2005
Peer Reviewing (Journals)  

Rhetoric of Health and Medicine 
Social Service Review 
Health: An Interdisciplinary Journal for the Social Study of Health, Illness, and Medicine 
Canadian Literature 
Communication and Critical/Cultural Studies 
Rhetoric Society Quarterly 
Canadian Medical Association Journal 
Qualitative Health Research 

Journal of Medical Humanities 
Poroi (

BMJ – Medical Humanities 
Configurations  
Life Sciences ( 

Studies in Contemporary Linguistics 
Society and Policy 

College English 
Written Communication 
Perspectives in Public Health 

College English 

Sexuality and Culture 
International Journal of Feminist Approaches to Bioethics 
Journal of Bioethical Inquiry 

Literature and Medicine 

Health Psychology 
BMJ Open 
Poroi 
American Ethnologist 
British Medical Journal 
Sexualities 
Critical Public Health 

The Review of Education, Pedagogy, and Cultural Studies 

Technical Communication Quarterly 
Medicine Studies 
Social Science and Medicine 
Society, Technology, and Human Values 
Social Studies of Science 

Science as Culture 
Medical Anthropology 
Life Writing 
Thirdspace 
Social Studies of Science–complete special issue on pharmaceuticals (Sergio Sismondo, ed.) (2003)

Science Communication 

Patient Education and Counselling 
Society and Space 
Technostyle 

Journal of Technical Writing and Communication 

Peer Reviewing (Other)
Book manuscript. Peter Lang (2025)

Health Humanities/COVID-19 Report. Royal Society of Canada (2023)

Book prospectus. Routledge (2019)

New Journal Prospectus. University of Florida Press (2016)

Book prospectus. The Ohio State University Press (2015 and 2016)

Book prospectus. Routledge (2015)

Book prospectus. University of South Carolina Press (2015)

Book manuscript. University of Chicago Press (2012)

Book manuscript. University of South Carolina Press (2012) 

Book prospectus. Penn State University Press (2011)

Book manuscript. Ohio State University Press (2009)

Book manuscripts. Nelson Canada; Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich/Holt (1992-2004 )

Entries for SSHRC/ CIHR document on health research in social sciences and humanities (2002-2003)

Book manuscripts. Inkshed Publications Initiative (1992-2003)

Book manuscript. University of Minnesota Press (1997)

Book manuscript. Aid to Scholarly Publications Programme, Canadian Federation for the Humanities (1994)

External Reviewing and Adjudication

University of Toronto, Faculty of Medicine, promotion to Clinical Associate Professor, 2023

University of New Hampshire, promotion to Associate Professor, 2021

University of Minnesota, promotion to Associate Professor, 2021

University of Texas, Austin, promotion to Associate Professor, 2020
West Virginia University, promotion to Professor, 2019

University of Alabama, promotion to Professor, 2016

University of Victoria, promotion to Associate Professor, 2015

Texas Tech University, promotion to Professor, 2013

University of Waterloo, promotion to Associate Professor, 2012

Laurentian University, promotion to Professor, 2012

University of Central Florida, promotion to Professor, 2011

University of Memphis, promotion to Associate Professor, 2009

University of New Hampshire, promotion to Professor, 2008

University of Calgary, promotion to Assoc. Professor, 2007

University of Calgary, tenure, 2006

McMaster University, promotion to Professor, 2005

Assessor, Riksbankens Jubileumsfond (Swedish grant foundation) (2021)
Assessor, Grant application. Swiss National Science Foundation (2019) 

Member of 3-person committee for “Best Article” award, Rhetoric Society of America, 2017.

External Reviewer for renewal of CRC, Social Studies of Medicine, McGill University, 2010. 

Member of SSHRC Adjudication Committee (Standard Research Grants), Committee 15 (Interdisciplinary),  2007.

External Reviewer. Killam Research Prize. Department of Communication and Culture, University of Calgary, 2007.

Assessor, SSHRC Standard Research Grants, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008

Assessor, Wellcome Trust grant proposal, 2009

Assessor, CIHR grant proposals, 2002-2003

External Reviewer, Research Award. Calgary Institute for the Humanities, University of Calgary, 2002

Member, Adjudication Committee: SSHRC/CIHR Institute Design Grants, 1999

External Reviewer, Teaching Award - University of Alberta Department of English, 1994

Program Reviewer - University of Winnipeg Writing Program, 1993

Book cover blurbs

Bloomsbury Academic. From Surviving to Metaviving: A New Rhetorical Formation in Metastatic Breast

Cancer Patient Discourse by Julie Mengert, 2025.
South Carolina University Press. Diagnosing Madness: The Discursive Construction of the Psychiatric

Patient, 1850-1920 by Christina Hanganu-Bresch and Carol Berkenkotter, 2019.
Penn State University Press. From Hysteria to Hormones: A Rhetorical History by Amy Koerber, 2018.
University of Chicago Press. The Politics of Pain Medicine: A Rhetorical-Ontological Inquiry 

by S. Scott Graham, 2015.
Penn State University Press. Infertility: Tracing the History of a Transformative Term by Robin E. Jensen, 2015.
University of South Carolina Press. Breast or Bottle: Contemporary Controversies in Infant-Feeding Policy 
and Practice by Amy Koerber, 2013.
Basic Books. Age of Anxiety: A History of America’s Turbulent Affair with Tranquilizers by Andrea Tone—


Paperback 2012.
Ohio State University Press. Home Bodies: Experience in Domestic Space by James Krasner, 2010.
Rutgers University Press. Black Dogs and Blue Words: Depression and Gender in the Age of Self-Care by 


Kimberly Emmons, 2010

SELECTED HONOURS AND APPOINTMENTS 
Member. Advisory Panel. Medicine and Society. Canadian Medical Association Journal. 2023-
Honoree. “Judy Z. Segal Top Paper Award,” presented at the biennial Rhetoric of Health and Medicine Symposium. Since 2021. 
Visiting Scholar (Sabbatical appointment). Social Studies of Medicine Department, McGill University. 2011.

Member.16-person interdisciplinary Delphi panel for the Migraine Naming Project, moderated by William B. Young, MD, Academy of Neurology, and American Headache Society. 2010.

Distinguished Scholar in Residence. Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies. 2007.

Member. CIHR. President’s International Advisory Committee.  Appointed by the President, Alan Bernstein. 2003-2008.
Member.  SSHRC/CIHR Advisory Panel, Appointed by Marc Renaud, Chair, and President of SSHRC. 1999-2000

Winner. Killam Teaching Award. 1996.

SELECTED MEDIA/CONSULTATIONS/INTERVIEWS 
Interview by Bruce Grierson for UBC Alumni Magazine, “The Last Acceptable Ism,” In press, 2025. 
Interview by Shayla Love for The Atlantic, “The Return of Snake Oil” *January 30, 2025.

Interview by Wency Leung for Globe and Mail feature article, “Sick of the Bright Side.” Globe and Mail 


September 26, 2016: L1 & 5.

Interview by Madeleine de Trenqualye, for Faculty of Arts web site: Research Spotlight, “Re-imagining Old Age.” September 2016
Long-form interview for the Oral History Project of the Association for Rhetoric of Science and Technology, November 2012. Uploaded Spring 2013: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HLzXgvtz0nA
Consultant to Drs. Abe Fuks and Donald Boudreau, Medical Education, McGill University, 2011-12

Invited contribution to debate on using the Internet for gathering health information.  Costco Newsletter.  

Canadian edition, May 2011 (p. 14 and online); American edition, June 2011 (p. 16 and online).

Interview by Samantha Murphy, MyHealthNewsDaily,com on “cyberchondria” for online syndication.  

Samantha Murphy, “Internet Fuels Bad Self-Diagnoses and ‘Cyberchondria.” August 31, 2010.

Op Ed. “Cancer Isn’t the Best Thing That Ever Happened to Me.” Vancouver Sun. April 1, 2010. A15.
Interview by Priya Ramu, CBC Radio (Vancouver) on pharmaceutical advertising. November 2006.

Interview by Madeleine de Trenqualye, for feature article in UBC’s ArtsBeat Magazine on research

project on pharmaceutical advertising. August 2006.

Interview by Theresa Defino, for cover article on patient compliance: Getting the Straight A Patient.” 

Physicians’ Practice (April 2006): 20-28.

Consultant to Zsuzsi Gartner for “You Are Here” (article on hypochondria). Walrus (October 2004): 24-27.
Consultant to The New Yorker for the article, “Hypochondria” by Jerome Groopman (August 2003):28-34.
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